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WELCOME ,DEAR FRIENDS 

WE have been helping ukpcs/ukpsc student by providing current affairs of uttarakhand via our 

FACEBOOK page.That initiative will continue but a new initiative to provide all current affairs 

of a month at one place  has been started now to help out .most of the current affairs shared on 

facebook page is in hindi but this compilation is in english. 

we compiled almost all important events relevant for ukpcs pre ,mains and interview level. 

we are waiting for your response and feedback. 

Truely yours!! 

samveg ias team 

Kuhoo wins Iceland International tourney, Bodhit bags silver 

After bagging bronze in Swedish Open Badminton Championship last week, Uttarkahand 

shuttler Kuhoo Garg clinched the Iceland International Badminton Tournament title in the 

mixed doubles category(along with Rohan Kapoor) against Danish pair of Kristoffer Knudsen 

and Isabella Nielsen.  

 

Kuhoo and Rohan had lost to the pair in the Swedish Open Badminton. 

shuttler from Uttarakhand, Bodhit Joshi ,bagged a silver medal in the singles men category 

in the same tournament. He lost the finals to England's Sam Parsons in straight sets 21-14, 

21-17.  
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 .........                

 

Uttrakhand spring flower blooms in mid-winter................ 

Concern.........before time blossom When the rhododendron blooms in Uttarakhand, there is a 

special cheer that spreads in the hills which only the beautiful red flowers can bring. This time, 

though, it has brought worries, for both growers and experts. 

 

ABOUT rhododendron  

Found at altitudes ranging from 1,500 mts to 3,600 mts, the flowers have begun blooming in 

January instead of March-April. Most hold climate change in the middle Himalayan region as 

cause for the turn in the flower's cycle. Not only has it been warmer for this time of the year, 

rain patterns have seen a shift too. 

In fact, some have noticed the blooming as early as December last year. "Usually the flowers 

need temperatures between 15 degrees Celsius to 20 degrees Celsius to bloom, which they get 

around March-April,". "However, since the past few years the average maximum temperature in 

the Uttarkashi region has hovered around 20 degrees Celsius in January, late December itself. 

This forces the flower to bloom before its time." 

 

WHY? 

 scientist at the Forest Research Institute, Dehradun, added, "There are several reasons for the 

physiological stress in the Himalayan plant species. This is primarily related to less rainfall. It 

was almost a dry spell this time, with little snowfall. A changing climate definitely has a role to 
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play in this. We have seen similar early fruiting of kafal (Myrica esculenta). It's been happening 

in the recent past. Soon, the rhododendron will adapt itself to the new environment." 

IMPACT........................... 

"The impact of global warming is clearly visible in the rhododendron tree. Such immature 

flowers don't get proper color, nectar, size or quantity. This may also lead to compromise in the 

medicinal qualities of the burans, as it is called locally, which has proved useful for the heart, 

kidney and liver, and also for patients with digestive problems. It has anti-oxidant, anti-

inflammatory and anti-diabetic qualities. Of course, at another level, it would hit all those 

in the business of selling juice and other products made from the burans." 

 

                                    ICC Under-19 Cricket World Cup.............................. 

India pulled off a sensational eight-wicket win over Australia in the final of the ICC Under-19 

Cricket World Cup to become the only side in history to lift the coveted title for a record 

fourth time in New Zealand’s Mount Maunganui. A clinical bowling performance by India 

saw them restrict Australia to 216, a total that Indian boys reached comfortably in the end – 
with 67 balls remaining. 

  

Two boys from Uttarakhand – 16-year-old Aryan Juyal and 18-year-old Kamlesh 

Nagarkoti – were part of the winning squad though Juyal only played the first two 

matches. 

India’s aggressive pace attack throughout the tournament was led by Nagarkoti, originally from 

Bageshwar in Uttarakhand. Nagarkoti who claimed two wickets in the final consistently bowled 

over 140 kmph throughout the tournament. His average speed was 143.6 kmph and while the 

fastest was 149 kmph. 

Nagarkoti was purchased by Kolkata Night Riders at Rs 3.2 crore for 2018 IPL and is one of the 

costliest IPL buys from India’s under-19 squad. 
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HE ALSO featured amongst the five Indian cricketers who have been selected for the ICC 

Under-19 World squad 

celebrations also broke out at Juyal’s residence in Haldwani. His father Dr Sanjay Juyal, a 

surgeon, said, “Aryan has been playing cricket since he was six-year-old and we never stopped 

him. He started going to the stadium with me at a very young age. Every time he was there, his 

face would light up as if he belonged there.” 

 

                                          Doon-Pantnagar air service to start by February end 

much-awaited Dehradun-Pantnagar air services will start from the last week of February. The 

Union civil aviation ministry has selected Deccan Aviation for the fixed wing service between 

the two prominent cities of the Himalayan state.  

Whereas Heritage Aviation would operate flights from Pithoragarh for Dehradun, Delhi 

and Pantnagar. Besides, soon 20 more helicopter services would be soon introduced in the 

Himalayan state. 

Air connectivity to the far-flung areas would not only provide better facility to tourists but 

also come useful in any emergency situation. 
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UDAN-RCS, UDAN (Ude Desh ka Aam Naagrik) is a regional airport development and 

"Regional Connectivity Scheme" (RCS) of Government of India, with the objective of 

"Let the common citizen of the country fly", aimed at making air travel affordable and 

widespread, to boost inclusive national economic development, job growth and air 

transport infrastructure development of all regions and states of India. 

 

The routes finalized for aircrafts would be Hindon-Pithoragarh-Hindon, Dehradun-Pithoragarh-

Dehradun and Pantnagar-Pithoragarh-Pantnagar. 

 

For choppers, the civil aviation ministry has green a given signal for routes of Sahastradha-

Gauchar-Sahstradhara, Sahastradha-Chinyalisaur-Sahastradhara, Haldwani-Dharchula-

Haldwani and Haldwani-Haridwar-Haridwar. 

 

Air routes of Dehradun-Mussorie-Dehradun, Dehradun-Ramnagar-Dehradun, Ramnagar-

Pantnagar-Ramnagar, Pantnagar-Almora-Pantnagar, and Almora Pithoragarh Almora, have also 

been approved for helicopter services. 

 

                    IIT-R inaugurates museum of geology 

Earth sciences department of the Indian Institute of Technology, Roorkee (IIT-R) has launched 

a museum of geology in the name of one of the outstanding professors of the institute, Prof 

Henry Benedict Medlicott. 

The Medlicott museum hosts various samples of rocks of different size and shapes, rare fossils, 

minerals, old and new laboratory instruments used in the studies of earth science for the 

students. 

"The objective of opening of this museum is to motivate students to pursue earth science 

studies. The institute is proud of Medlicott who was not only the first professor of geology in 

the country but was also a distinguished faculty of the institute when it was known as 

Thomason College of Civil Engineering (TCCE) during the 19th century,"  

From August 15, 1954 Medlicott started working at TCCE in Roorkee as professor of geology. 

During his stay at Roorkee, he worked on the geology of the lower Himalayas and the Shiwalik 

beds as well as studies of different parts of Narmada valley and Bundelkhand. He remained in 

the institute for over 20 years. 
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           To check migration, cabinet gives nod to new start-up policy 

Trivendra Singh Rawat cabinet in the state has given its nod to Uttarakhand Start-up Policy on 

Wednesday in an attempt to tackle the problem of migration of youths in search of jobs. 

policy would focus on sectors like agriculture, health, organic farming, education, food 

supply, tourism and AYUSH. A start-up council consisting of senior state government 

officials would be set up to implement the policy and it would screen applications before 

finalising the grants.  

Sources added that budding entrepreneurs would be given training in the initial phase and later 

they would be given financial assistance for setting up their own start-up firms. 

FINANCIAL HELP.................... 

 “While entrepreneurs belonging to the general category will be given an allowance of Rs 

10,000 during the training period, SC/ST and disabled category candidates will be given Rs 

15,000. Later, they will be given Rs 5 lakh and Rs 7.5 lakh respectively for setting up their 

businesses and its marketing activities.” The official noted that the state government would also 

provide an additional financial assistance of Rs 2 lakh per annum for the first three years, if 

necessary. 

such entrepreneurs would get relaxation in stamp duty and adequate help for being a part of the 

GST network. 

if successfully implemented, would encourage youngsters to look for self-employment 

opportunities in the state rather than seeking jobs elsewhere. 

So severe is the problem of migration in the state that, according to the 2011 Census, there are 

968 uninhabited villages and a total of 3.36 lakh locked houses in the 13 districts. 

FEW POINT OF START UP POLICY 

यवुाओं क  उद्यमिता क साथ ही स्वर जगार स ज ड़न क मिए राज्य सरकार न कें द्र सरकार की तजज पर 

स्टाटजअप पॉमिसी क  िंजूरी द दी ह। इसक अिावा 40 हजार कर ड़ क सािाना बजट क  भी िंजूरी 
मििी। 

सचिवािय िें गु वार क  िखु्यिंत्री की अध्यक्षता िें हुई कबबनट बठक िें यह फसि मिए गए। इसक 

अनसुार उद्यमियों क  पॉमिसी का िाभ सात साि तक मििगा। साथ ही राज्य िें करीब पािं स  कर ड़ 

पय का ननवश और द  िाख वगज फुट औद्य चगक क्षत्र ववकमसत ह न का अनिुान भी ह। ननवशकों क 
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जररय यवुाओं क  कें द्रीय य जनाओं स ज ड़ा जाएगा। उद्यमियों क ियन का जजम्िा नव ननिाजण पररषद 

क पास ह गा। 

स्टाटटअप नीति स आएगा 500 करोड़ का तनवश  

राज्य की स्टाटज अप पॉमिसी आईआईटी स िकर ग्रािीण यवुाओं क  अपन वविारों क  बबजनस िें 
बदिन का ि का दगी। पॉमिसी िें नए आइडिया पर काि करन और उन्हें उद्यि िें बदिन क मिए 

यवुाओं क  कई सवुवधाएं दन का प्रावधान ह। इस कें द्र की तजज पर तयार ककया गया ह।  

आइडिया हब: नए वविारों क  प्र त्साहन क  1 हजार वगजफीट भमूि पर कंप्यटूर और 2 जीबीपीएस इंटरनट 

की सवुवधा वाि आइडिया हब बनेंग। यहां सबस अच्छ आइडिया क  परखा जाएगा। इस पर टीबीआई 

सेंटर में शोध होगा। िीन चरणों की यह प्रक्रिया तनशलु्क होगी। 

स्टाटटअप इनोवशन काउंससल  

स्टाटजअप प्रस्तावों क ियन क मिए स्टाटजअप इन वशन काउंमसि गठठत ह गी। राष्ट्रीय स्तर का आईटी 
ववशषज्ञ इसका अध्यक्ष ह गा। जबकक प्रिखु सचिव एिएसएिई उपाध्यक्ष, सचिव ववत्त सदस्य और 

ननदशक उद्य ग क  सदस्य सचिव बनाया जाएगा। इसक अिावा इसिें 10 अन्य सदस्य भी होंग। 

नीति की खास बािें  

 स्टाटज अप क  सरकार स एिओय ूपर द  साि तक भमूि-भवन सवुवधा क साथ द  कर ड़ तक िदद 

मििगी। 

 सािान्य सवुवधा कें द्र, प्रय गशािा, ग दाि कि दरों पर मििेंग।  

 एससी/एसटी, िठहिा क इंक्यबूशन सेंटर क  भमूि की दर िें छूट।  

 भमूि िीज पर िन िें स्टांप शलु्क की क्षनतपनूतज ववभागीय बजट स ह गी।            

 काननूी, बैंककंग, एकाउंठटगं सवुवधा, छात्रों क  वववव-कॉिजों िें उपजस्थनत िें 20 प्रनतशत की छूट 

मििगी।  
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 ववपणन-प्र त्साहन क मिए पांि िाख तक की छूट। 

 राष्ट्रीय पटेंट क मिए 50 हजार और अंतरराष्ट्रीय पटेंट क  2 िाख मििेंग। 

य उद्योग दायर में 

कृवष, स्वास््य, पयजटन, जव प्र द्य चगकी, मशक्षा, पररवहन, ऊजाज, ई-कािसज, जि प्रबंधन, ढुिान, 

सािाजजक उद्यि, खाद्य प्रसंस्करण, वस्त्र, फशन डिजाइननगं, आयवेुद, पारंपररक किाएं, ियरी, 
एननिशन-गमिगं, ि टर वाहन, पकजजंग, ववज्ञान अध्यापन। 

Centre sanctions Rs 1,500 cr for organic farming in Uttarakhand 

The Centre has sanctioned Rs 1,500 crore for three years to promote organic farming in 

Uttarakhand. 

The amount was sanctioned by Union Agriculture Minister Radha Mohan Singh when 

Chief Minister Trivendra Singh Rawat met him in New Delhi yesterday, an official release 

here said. 

This is in keeping with Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of developing Uttarakhand 

as an organic state which he spelt out during his visit to Kedarnath last year, it said. 

 

The Union minister also cleared a proposal worth Rs 2,600 crore for the co-operative 

sector in the state. Of which, Rs 200 crore is meant for the reorganisation of sugar mills 

Dehradun ranked on the sixth spot most polluted cities.... 

Dehradun among top five polluted cities in India, finds survey 

The study said Dehradun had the highest PM10 levels in the state with annual average 

levels four times the normal 

Uttarakhand capital Dehradun has figured among the top five cities in the country that 

have reported the highest particulate matter or PM10 during 2015-16, a recent survey has 

revealed. 

Dehradun has emerged in the top five list of the most polluted cities above some of tier-I 

and tier-II cities like Bangalore, Pune, Kanpur among others, the survey has found. 
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The study, titled, Airpocalypse II--an assessment of air pollution in Indian cities, released 

by Green Peace India, has listed Delhi as the city with the highest (PM10) followed by 

Haryana’s Faridabad, Bhiwadi in Rajasthan, Bihar’s Patna, and Dehradun in 

Uttarakhand. A total of 280 cities across the country were covered during the study. 

The report said the 2015 average of PM10 was 190 µg/m3 in Dehradun while it increased 

to 238 µg/m3 in 2016. The yearly average was 238 µg/m3. 

The study said Dehradun had the highest PM10 levels in the state with annual average 

levels as high as four times above the annual standard and almost two and a half times 

above the daily standard prescribed under the national ambient air quality standard. 

“Dehradun was also amongst the most the polluted cities in the country in terms of PM10 

levels. The annual PM10 levels during 2016 in the six cities, including Dehradun, 

Rudrapur, Haldwani, Haridwar, Kashipur, Rishikesh were 238, 142, 130, 128, 121 and 

118 µg/m3,” the study said. 

While the Green Peace study has recommended a number of measures, the Dehradun-

based Gaiti Foundation has recommended promoting public transport, checking 

construction activities, burning of garbage and installing monitoring units for real time 

data collection and analysis. 

वाय ुप्रदषूण में टॉप टन राज्य  

राज्य---------प्रदषूण का स्िर 

झाररया----------280 (पीएम-10 माइिोग्राम प्रति क्यबूबक मीटर) 

ददल्ली-----------278 

सिवाड़ी----------264 

वाराणसी--------256 

बरली------------253 

दहरादनू---------241 
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                   Uttarakhand to regularize nazul land................ 

The Uttarakhand government has taken a decision to regularise 2.41 crore sqm of nazul land 

(government land given on lease), which would provide ownership rights to those who have 

been legally or illegally staying on such land. Usually, such land is given on 90-year or 30-year 

lease. The new policy was approved by the state cabinet at a meeting, chaired by chief minister 

Trivendra Singh Rawat, in Dehradun on Tuesday. 

For the purpose, the government has divided the land holders into three categories — those who 

have fulfilled all formalities, those who have not got the lease renewed and those who have 

violated all terms and conditions.  

As per the guidelines, a certain percentage of the current circle rate would be charged from the 

people who are in possession of nazul land. The state government expects to collect Rs 2,000 

crore revenue from this. 

“For those who have not violated any norms and have residential land of less that 200 sqm 

under their possession will have to pay 25% of the present circle rate to get ownership right. 

They will have to give 35% of the circle rate for land measuring between 200 sqm and 500 sqm 

and 60% of the circle rate for land measuring over 500 sqm,” said sources. 

 ''''''''''''''''''''''''''Maiti stalwart: Praised by PM Modi....................... 

Kalyan Singh Rawat, ..................a retired teacher who sowed the seeds of Maiti movement 

from Gwaladam, Chamoli has pioneered a unique environmental initiative aimed at 

environment protection through afforestation.  

Much like Chipko Andolan, Maiti Andolan which began as an 'emotional endeavour' aimed at 

afforestation by Rawat, has spread across 3000 villages in Uttarakhand.  

MEANING OF MAITRI.............. 

Maiti means ‘Mayka’ or paternal home of the bride. Before leaving her house after the wedding 

ceremony, the girl plants a sapling in her house which is treated with affection and care like 

their daughter by her parents and her sisters. The groom also hands over some money to the 

bride’s family to tend to the sapling. Ironically, while Rawat's initiative has been lauded by the 

PM who sent a letter of appreciation to him in April last year and also by the Gujarat and 

Rajasthan chief ministers, not much recognition has come his way from the state government. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

Kunwar Mahender Singh, secretary, Himalayan Action Research Centre said, “There are 

several personalities in the state who have been bestowed high recognitions in the state and 

national awards like Padamshree on the recommendation of the state government. Kalyan Singh 

rawat’s contribution is no lesser in this regard. It is high time that the state government must 

give due honour deserved by low key profile like him.” 

Besides the message of environment preservation to reclaim their forests, he said, the 

movement also targeted toward changing social outlook by strengthening women empowerment 

as it is the women who are the backbone of each household in the Himalayan state. He is elated 

that plantation ritual has now deeply ingrained so much so that the ceremony is mentioned in 

the wedding cards across the state. 

 

Celebrating Beatles’s Rishikesh trip 50 yrs ago .................. 

exactly 50 years ago, in February, 1968, The Beatles arrived in Rishikesh searching for ‘peace’ 
which they hoped to find through the ‘Transcendental Meditation’ technique taught by their 

guru Maharishi Mahesh Yogi at his ashram ‘Chaurasi Kutia’ on the banks of the Ganga. 

 As both the UK and Uttarakhand governments initiate lavish programmes to mark the Fab 

Four’s Rishikesh sojourn — the International Yoga Festival which begins on March 1 in 

Rishikesh will have three days dedicated to the Beatles’ visit — a look back at the trip reveals 

why it was such a pivotal point in the quartret’s musical career. 
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The Beatles had initially planned to visit India in October 1967. The trip was intented to be a 

‘healing one’ to recover from the sudden death of their manager Brian Epstein who was found 

dead in his London home on August 27, 1967.  

However, the visit was pushed back by a few months and when the group eventually arrived in 

Rishikesh in mid-February of 1968 accompanied by their wives, girlfriends and assistants, the 

Transcendental Mediatation course conducted by the maharishi was already in its third week. 

Among the other high-profile attendees of the course were actress Mia Farrow and her sister 

Prudence (who later inspired the song ‘Dear Prudence’). 

As the guru’s star pupils, the musicians were given a royal treatment. American socialite Nancy 

Cooke de Herrera who was staying in the ashram during this time wrote in her book, ‘All 

You Need Is Love’,  

It was on the rooftop of George Harrison’s cottage, wrote author Joshua M Greene in the book 

Here Comes the Sun: The Spiritual and Musical Journey of George Harrison, the musicians 

gathered after dinner “to listen to the flowing sound of the Ganga, play records and strum a 

guitar or sitar.” 

 

Per capita income in Uttarakhand expected to rise, growth rate slips 

 The per capita income of Uttarakhand is expected to rise to Rs 1,77,356 in financial year 

2017-18 from Rs 1,61,102 in 2016-17 marking an increase of Rs 16, 254 as per data 

prepared by the State Directorate of Economics and Statistics.  

 As per the data, the state’s growth rate was estimated at 6.77 % in FY 2017-18, down 

from 6.95% in 2016-17 and 7.52 in 2015-16. 

 The data was prepared after a monitoring of 13 economic sectors and was based on 

estimation done at constant and current prices with 2011-12 taken as the base year. 

 In terms of per capita, the state showed a steady increase with income levels rising from 

Rs 1,46,454 in 2015-16 to Rs 1,61,102 in 2016-17 and Rs 1,77,356 in 2017-18. 

 In the national context, too, the data said, per capita levels in the country had risen from 

Rs 94, 130 in 2015-16 to Rs 1,03,219 in 2016-17 to Rs 1,11,782 in 2017-18.  

 The state GDP was estimated at Rs 2,17,609 at current prices for the year 2017-18 

which indicated an increase of 11.25 % from 2016-17, the data said. 
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 Commenting on the findings, finance minister Prakash Pant said, “The slight dip in 

growth rate percentage this year is a cause for concern and we are focusing on improving 

this by initiating micro-level industrial activities in 13 key sectors in the state.” He added 

that the sectors like the agriculture, forestry and fisheries have showed an increase of 6.68 

percent in the year 2017-18 while the primary sector grew at 6.99 percent during the 

corresponding period. “The secondary sector also recorded a growth of 7.74 percent for 

this period and the industrial sector also witnessed an increase of 7.78 percent in the year 

2017-18,”  

 

Project Sammaan.................... 

 from February 28, 2018 

Senior citizens and people with physical disabilities can use the free pick and drop 

service in the city.” traffic directorate will deploy 15 vehicles to ferry senior citizens and 

disabled people 

project ‘Sukhad’............... 

an initiative launched by the Traffic Directorate of Uttarakhand on Sunday. 

राजधानी िें पमुिस का सखुद प्र जक्ट िठहिाओं क मिए िददगार साबबत ह  रहा ह। रवववार क  1737 

िठहिाओं न सखुद की सरुक्षक्षत सवारी की। पमुिस न अब हर िाह क आखखरी रवववार क  इस प्र जक्ट का 
िाभ ननश्शलु्क प स िठहिाओं क  दन का ननणजय मिया ह। 

रकफक ननयिों क अिावा पमुिस स सीधा संवाद बनान क  िकर रकफक ननदशािय ननत नई य जनाएं 

ििा रहा ह। इन्हें िें प्र जक्ट सखुद भी शामिि ह। 31 ठदसंबर क  इस प्र जक्ट का दनू िें शभुारंभ हुआ। 
उस द रान कि प्रिार क िित ज्यादा िठहिाएं इसका िाभ नहीं ि पाई। हािांकक, ि गों की ओर स मििी 
सकारात्िक प्रनतकिया क बाद ननदशािय न इस य जना क  हर िाह क अंनति रवववार क  अननवायज प 

स ििान का फसिा मिया। 

Project AAWAJ 

ससटी बसों को मदहला याबियों क सलए और सरुक्षिि बनान क सलए उत्िराखंड पसुलस न 'प्रोजक्ट आवाज' 

की शु आि की ह। इस अनोख प्रोजक्ट में बसों की हर सीट पर मदहलाओं क सलए सीदटया ंरखी जाएंगी, 
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जजसस क्रकसी िरह की छड़खानी की जस्िति में मदहलाएं सीटी बजाकर बाक्रकयों को अलटट कर सकें । 
 

शु  में पायलट प्रोजक्ट क िहि करीब 60 बसों को इसक सलए चयतनि क्रकया गया ह। फीडबक क आधार 

पर बाद में इस सिी 270 ससटी बसों िक बढाया जाएगा।  

       Govt gives nod for Rs 1,000 crore Char Dham tunnel       

Cabinet Committee for Economic Affairs – headed by PM Narendra Modi – had on Tuesday 

given the nod for the Silkyara Bend – Barkot tunnel near Yamunotri in Radi Top area of 

Uttarkashi district which will be built at a cost of Rs 1,384 crore. This is one of the two tunnels 

to be constructed under the ambitious Rs 11,700 All-Weather Road project, considered a pet 

scheme of PM Modi. The other tunnel is proposed to be built near Chamba in Tehri 

district. 

Advantage 

The 4.5-km Silkyara Bend – Barkot tunnel is expected to cut short the distance on the yatra 

route by 20-km thereby providing a hour’s saving in travel time. “Landslides are frequent 

especially on Yamunotri and Badrinath route and having a tunnel which will shorten the 

distance is a good move that will benefit pilgrims especially old travellers who face difficulty 

on the long route. This will save the energy of vehicle drivers, too, and help in reducing 

mishaps on the route.” 

Environmentalist Anil Joshi meanwhile said that the project should be executed with a lot of 

caution otherwise it may lead to disastrous results. “Since the tunnel is proposed in the 

ecologically fragile zone of the Himalayas, its construction should be carried out keeping in 

mind geological and environmental aspects of the area. Only after a go-ahead from experts, it 

should be constructed.” He added that in western countries like Switzerland and Holland, there 

are enough examples of tunnels being created without harming the ecology. “Even in countries 

like, China, tunnels have been made without harming forests or vegetation cover,” he added. 

The Char Dham project envisions construction of an almost 900-km long road network as part 

og which seven major road stretches are being built.  

These include the  

 140-km Rishikesh-Rudraprayag road which has a budget of Rs 2,166 crore, 

 the 160-km Rudraprayag-Mana road which will cost Rs 1,542 crore,  
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 the 144-km Rishikesh-Dharsu road which is worth Rs 1,627 crore and  

 the 124-km Dharsu-Gangotri road with an estimated expenditure of Rs 2,079 crore 

among others. A total of 534 hectare land is to be acquired for the ambitious project. 

 

Eco-friendly building material that can cut housing costs by 40% 

what is research? 

Scientists at , Central Building Research Institute(CBRI), Roorkee have claimed to have 

achieved a processing method for effective utilization of demolition wastes like bricks, tiles and 

blocks in development of recycled aggregate concrete (RAC), a low-cost building material that 

could be used to cut down cost of housing projects. The research was led by SK Minocha and S 

Maiti, scientists of the institute who claimed that the building components produced through the 

processing manoeuvre could lead to the cost of any structure being cut by around 40% . 

 

several trials on developed RAC and found that its characteristics like durability, strength and 

energy consumption were almost equal to those building components which are being made 

from fresh (non-recycled) materials after brutal exploitation of nature through mining." He 

added that "if any structure is made by our RFA-based building components the final cost of 

that structure would be reduced by 35 to 40 percent against the cost of any structure made by 

clay bricks." 

 

other fact ....., the implications of the project went beyond cost-savings. " India is generating 

23.75 million tons of demolition wastes annually which is not a negligible amount, out of 

which, only 3-4% has been reused for embankment construction purpose. Therefore, a high 

level of recycling is desirable for these waste materials because of the high volume generation 

in the metro cities of India."  

POINTERS................. 

1. Over 6'000 migratory birds flock to Asan barrage, 20% increase from 2017. The Asan 

Barrage is a barrage in the Uttarakhand-Himachal Pradesh border region in Doon Valley, 

(Dehradun District), northern India, situated at the confluence of the Eastern Yamuna 

Canal and the Asan River . 

2. A total of 6,008 migratory birds have visited Asan Conservation Reserve in Dehradun 

district this year. Experts said this was a 20% increase in the number of winged visitors 
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from 2017. The forest department and birdwatchers spotted as many as 63 different 

species of migratory birds in the reserve in January. 

3. Uttarakhand forest department is all set to minimalize its policy on plantation of saplings 

and new head of forest force (HOFF), Jai Raj, has announced to put more focus on 

reviving the existing degrading forests in the state. 

Jai Raj told TOI, "Every year, over one crore saplings are planted in the state. The 

success rate of such plantation is 100% in the fertile Terai region but survival chances of 

plantation in the hilly regions are bleak. So instead of planting new saplings, we are now 

going to pay more attention to our degrading forests and comply with the Assisted 

Natural Regeneration (ANR) measure under which the degrading forests would be 

regenerated." 

4. Kumaun University has decided to award an honorary doctorate to national security 

advisor Ajit Doval in its forthcoming convocation to be held in March. 

5. After Arjun Kapoor and Parineeti Chopra starrer, 'Sandeep Aur Pinky Faraar', it's Shahid 

Kapoor's 'Batti Gul Meter Chalu' that is going to be shot in Uttarakhand 

6. Union minister of state Ajay Tamta flagged off a train to connect Tanakpur in 

Champawat district with Pilibhit in UP 

7. A three-day cyber security hackathon organized by the US embassy and the Uttarakhand 

Science Education & Research Centre (USERC). 

8. The state government is planning to develop tea gardens on 500 hectares in Okhalkanda 

block of Nainital district. If implemented, the tea gardens would be the biggest in 

Kumaon division of the hill state. At 1,052 hectares, the Garhwal division’s 150-year-old 

tea gardens are the oldest in Uttarakhand.The project is supposed to generate employment 

for thousands of people in the hill state. 

9. Haridwar, which has witnessed rising incidents of man-animal conflict, has been selected 

as the site for pilot project — ‘Human wildlife conflict mitigation’. The decision was 

taken in a meeting held between officials of Uttarakhand Forest department and 

Germany-based GIZ agency. Wildlife Institute of India and other NGOs’ such as World 

Wildlife Fund also participated. 

The project, worth Rs 30 crore, is being commissioned by German Federal Ministry for 

Economic Cooperation and Development and will be implemented by the Union 

environment ministry in Uttarakhand, West Bengal and Karnataka for a period of four 

years. 

 


	Celebrating Beatles’s Rishikesh trip 50 yrs ago ..................

